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DOYLE ROLLS OUT GREEN SPACE INITIATIVE

County Executive Jack Doyle today announced details for Monroe County’s $2
million Green Space Initiative.  The new local grant program will offer financial
assistance to municipalities within Monroe County seeking to acquire open space or
purchase development rights.

“This program will allow our entire county to remain at the forefront of this
important issue and ensure that irreplaceable land resources are forever set aside for
the benefit of our residents today and future generations tomorrow,” said Doyle.  “With
more than 12,000 acres, Monroe County’s vast park system has long been the
backbone of open space resources within this community.  The county parks remain
an invaluable resource, however, this Green Space Initiative will offer all municipalities
assistance and resources to acquire and preserve open space within the unique
communities that make up our diverse county.”

The $2 million Green Space Initiative will be funded using revenue from Monroe
County’s Tobacco Asset Securitization.

All of Monroe County’s towns, villages, the City of Rochester and not-for-profit
land trusts (working in cooperation with a municipal sponsor) can apply for Green
Space Initiative funding.

The program will fund up to 25% of total project cost or one-half of the local
matching portion of a federal or state grant, whichever is less. A maximum of
$250,000 will be funded per applicant.

Funding is limited to acquisitions and perpetual easements designed to provide
permanent protection for open space or farmland.  Properties intended for active
recreational use will not be eligible. However, open space acquisitions that
complement or buffer parks and active recreational areas will be eligible.
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The following types of properties are eligible for funding under the County’s
Green Space Initiative:

•  Lands identified in the Preservation of Environmentally Sensitive Areas (PESA)
report;

•  Lands identified for open space, environment or agriculture in a municipal master
plan or inventory; and

•  Prime or unique farmlands as defined by the County’s Farmland Protection Plan.

The program will be outlined to Monroe County’s town supervisors, village and
city mayors at the upcoming Council of Governments Meeting (October 2nd at noon).
The Monroe County Department of Planning and Development will coordinate
applications for the Green Space Initiative.

Applications will be due on December 15, 2001. After submission, the
applications will be reviewed and rated by a selection committee appointed by the
County Executive and will include recommendations from the Department of Planning
and Development, the Environmental Management Council and a local land
preservation trust.
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For further information, call:
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